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“Promoting Youth-led actions on Disaster Risk Reduction across the

Commonwealth ”’

Stefan Knights, CYCN Steering Committee
13 October 2016, Knowledge Dock, University of East London
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The Commonwealth is a voluntary association of 53 independent and equal sovereign states.

It is home to 2.2 billion citizens, of which over 60% are under the age of 30.

The Commonwealth includes some of the world’s largest, smallest, richest and poorest countries, spanning
five regions.

Thirty-one of its members are small states, many of them island nations.

The Commonwealth Secretariat provides guidance on policy making, technical assistance and advisory
services to Commonwealth member countries.

We support governments to help achieve sustainable, inclusive and equitable development. Our work
promotes democracy, rule of law, human rights, good governance and social and economic development.
We are a voice for small states and a champion for youth empowerment.

Priority areas of work are agreed at Commonwealth Heads of Government Meetings, which occur every
two years. The next summit is in the United Kingdom in 2018.


http://thecommonwealth.org/node/25

The Commonwealth’s Vision

To help create and sustain a Commonwealth that is mutually respectful, resilient, peaceful and prosperous
and that cherishes equality, diversity and shared values.

The Commonwealth’s Mission

We support member governments, and partner with the broader Commonwealth family and others, to
improve the well-being of all Commonwealth citizens and to advance their shared interests globally.

The Commonwealth Values

They include the following: Democracy; Human Rights; International Peace and Security; Tolerance, Respect
and Understanding, Freedom of Expression, Access to Health; Education, Food and Shelter; Gender Equality;
Importance of Young People in the Commonwealth; Recognition of the needs of Small States; Recognition of
the Needs of Vulnerable States.

The Commonwealth’s philosophy and focus on youth empowerment includes meaningful access to
development and policy processes, as a critical way of ensuring that young people’s unique perspectives and
ideas are heard and included in decision making. On the issue of climate change in particular, young people
have more at stake than any other demographic group, and their energy, innovation and commitment will
be critical to identifying and implementing strategies and actions that will shape our common future.



The Commonwealth and the Protection of the Environment

The Commonwealth Charter describes the protection of the environment as a fundamental value, and
recognises common action and inclusiveness amongst our fundamental principles. As tackling climate
change requires a multi-national and stakeholder approach including in mobilising means for
implementation of global and national actions, Commonwealth member states have committed to
encouraging and welcoming contributions to the required solutions by all local and national governments,
regional and international organisations, the private and not-for-profit sectors, the professional and
academic bodies, civil society organizations and individual citizens, including young people.

The Commonwealth Heads of Government’s Support to Youth Action for Protecting the Environment

At a Special Session on Climate Change held during the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in
Malta in November 2015, Commonwealth Heads of Government made a Leaders’ Statement on Climate
Action where they applauded the creation of the Commonwealth Youth Climate Change Network (CYCN),
and the commitment and contributions of this Network and other Commonwealth partners to the
realisation of our collective aspirations and to sharing responsibility by all for securing climate stability and
safety to the benefit of present and future generations.



The Commonwealth Youth Climate Change Network (CYCN)

gClimateActionNow

Enhancing Climate

Giving young people from the Commonwealth a voice in the global climate change agenda!



The Commonwealth Youth Climate Change Network (CYCN) was established in 2009 by young
environmental leaders from the Commonwealth, with support from the Commonwealth Secretariat Youth
Division and the Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council.

The Network’s vision is to make climate change a top priority for young people across the Commonwealth
and to engage them as key stakeholders in addressing the threat at a grassroots, national and regional
level through individual and collective sustainable solutions.

Its mission is to build a Commonwealth where young people (especially climate and environmental
activists, leaders, professionals and their organizations) are provided with the capacities and opportunities
to effectively address climate change and other important environmental issues and find solutions
together.

The CYCN aims to mainstream the participation of young people in climate change and sustainable
development agendas, policies and projects, to build their capacity in their endeavours to address climate
change and other environmental issues, and advocate on climate change from a youth perspective.



The CYCN focus on its members strengths and impact

* The Network supports actions that empower young people to translate climate change programmes into
effective policies that will have a measurable impact on youth well-being. It also links projects
implemented by its members across the Commonwealth in order to develop common actions and
campaigns. Members advocate within national and local governments, as well as global spaces such as
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), to ensure their voice is heard.

* Part of the CYCN priority includes the role of youth as negotiators in lobbing Governments to promote
education on climate change [and for sustainable development] at the national level and the
participation of youth in all political forums and high-level policy meetings where they can explore
avenue to include climate change issue into the discussions and as well as encourage policy makers to act
and set legally binding targets for reducing emissions and promote environmental protection.

* In their work, the CYCN members work to ensure youth can play a part in tacking climate change, and
they emphasizethe necessity for inclusion of concrete action plans which involve youth as key actors of
their effective implementation. The capacity building, exchange of information, education and training on
climate change for youth, by youth and with youth that CYCN does is fully aligned with the United
Nations Alliance on Climate Change Education, Training and Public Awareness — which was established
under the UNFCCC secretariat and now form part of the Action for Climate Empowerment (ACE



What has the CYCN achieved so far?

Establishment of an active & dynamic network of

thousand+ members supported by a Network Coordinator,
a Steering Committee and a team of Regional Coordinators, |
all of them appointed to serve a two-year mandate.

Provided tangible inputs to several environmental |
and climate change policy processes at the Commonwealth and United Nations levels, such as at the ComSec
‘Environmental Sustainability’ WG, Commonwealth Youth Forums (2011, 2013, 2015), Commonwealth
Consultation Meetings on Environment, UNFCCC conferences and pre-sessions, etc.

Facilitated active youth participation in global policy and advocacy on climate change and sustainable
development (United Nations Climate Change Conference COP17, Rio+20, COP18, COP19, COP20, COP21).

Organised a series of capacity-building, learning activities and side events during climate change related
meetings and conferences at the level of the United Nations, Commonwealth and other processes.

Hosted a Commonwealth Youth Expert Group Meeting on Climate Change in June 2015 in London, and
actively participated to the UNFCCC COP21 in Paris and the UNFCCC Bonn Climate Conference in May 2016.
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Some of the core CYCN’s partners :—i‘“‘?x The Commonwealth
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The Commonwealth Secretariat Youth Division leads the Secretariat’s action on youth development,
through the Commonwealth Youth Programme which has been running for more than 40 years. The
Division engages and empowers young people, provides thought leadership on youth development,
and encourages governments, youth practitioners and young leaders to create environments that
enable young people’s social, economic and political potential. The Division also supports the effective
participation of young women and men in development processes and promote their full engagement
at all levels of decision-making, including with Heads of Government.

The Commonwealth Youth Council (CYC) is the largest and most diverse youth-led organization in the
world, and is the recognised voice of the 1.2 billion young people in the Commonwealth. Created to
provide a framework for youth-led development initiatives and coordinate, harmonize and unite all
youth organizations within the commonwealth countries, the Council plays an integral role in
advancing the youth development agenda and co-ordinates youth-related activities and policies across
the Commonwealth.

The Youth Constituency at the UNFCCC secretariat (YOUNGO) provides a conduit for the CYC
exchange of official information between young people and the UNFCCC secretariat, and COMMONWEALTS
assists the secretariat in ensuring an effective participation by youth appropriate to an YOU H

intergovernmental meeting; coordinated young people's interaction at all UNFCCC sessions. COUNCIL


http://thecommonwealth.org/our-work/youth
http://www.commonwealthyouthcouncil.com/

L

iers
AND-INITJATIVES

—
'0
(o




. e
‘ tycn“gﬁmm"w‘"“‘ youth

ate change network

Are you a student or Youth Activist? -
Come and Join us!

1

We aim to engage more students and broader youth
in our work as we believe in their role and the value
of their contribution to tackle climate change.

CYCN provides a platform where young people, including
students, from across the Commonwealth can connect
with each other to achieve bigger impact!

Achieving environmental sustainability and fighting
climate change is possible when universities and
students are involved as key actors of these goals.

We look forward to welcoming you in our programmes
and activities, and to stay connected with you as well.

Contact us at the following:
Email: secretariat@youthclimate.org.uk
Website: www.youthclimate.org.uk

Y CWYouthClimateChange
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Thank You for your attention !




